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266 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 



MEIR B. EPHRAIM OF PADUA, SCBOLL- 
WEITER AND PRINTER IN MANTUA. 

The history of Jewish culture owes a still unpaid debt to 
the Sofer or Writer of the Thora scrolls. His title reaches 
far back in the past, for no higher designation than Sofer 
could be given to Ezra, the second Moses. The Sofer' 
served the religious needs of the community, he was an 
indispensable worker in behalf of the ritual. Only in part 
a craftsman, the Sofer followed a calling as well as a trade. 
By the very nature of his occupation a scholar and a man 
of pure and pious life, the Sofer belonged to the religious 
officers of the congregations, for whom he provided such 
requisites of public and private religious observance as the 
scrolls of the Law, phylacteries, and mezzuzahs. 

The skill of many of those engaged in the profession 
passed from father to son, and even to grandson, so that it 
sometimes became a firm family tradition. The professional 
title — Sofer — sometimes became a family name. Certain 
writers became so celebrated that their descendants retained 
the distinctive appellation of their ancestor, which became 
a surname even before the law of the country demanded the 
carrying of one. Early in Jewish history men of this 
name won a lasting reputation ^. Learned families of wide 
influence and note have made this name one of the best 
known and respected in Jewish annals ^. 

' " Simply writer," nwio ften o'lDD D"nD lOiD. 

' Cf. e. g. Sabbatai Sofer of Przemysl, vide my essay in fj-DSn, ed. 
Sokolow, V, las sqq., Ta"m pwn jvs im«?; R. Jona Landsofer, the author 
of the Besponsa npis TVO, vide Asulai D'')njn cv, II, 84, ed. Benjacob, took 
his name from the office of Writer to the Rabbinate of Bohemia. 

' About K. Mose Sofer of Frankfort on Maine, cf. Kaufmann, R. Jair 
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Though in part a religious occupation, the work of the 
Sofer also belonged to art. The Sofer is the representative 
of untrammelled art in the ghetto. His art indeed was 
regulated by fixed canons which, carefully formulated in 
the ritual law, accompanied him in every stroke of the pen. 
But in the variations in the dimensions of his scroll, in the 
shape and size of the letters, the Sofer had freedom enough 
to display artistic taste and to relieve the uniformity of his 
work by original embellishments. Hence we find men of 
this profession with a kind of certificate of merit sub- 
joined to diplomas or letters of recommendation such as 
were usual in other branches of practical art. Thus in 
the years 1656-7 three masters of this craft, Raphael 
b. Jechiel Michael Mengeburg^, Abraham b. Jehoshua, 
both of Amsterdam, and Joel b. Isaac Heilbronn, certify 
of Moses b. Benjamin that he had acquired the qualification 
to prepare scrolls of the Law in accordance with all the 
traditional prescriptions ^. 

This close relation to art produced among the circle of 
scribes artists who, at periods when books were only circu- 
lated as MSS., embellished Hebrew works with illustrations 
which have not yet received their due appreciation in the 
history of art. The strict precepts to be observed in the 
occupation which was properly theirs gave them training 
and skill, and, where the former did not interfere, their 
superabundant power longed to vent itself by giving free 
play to the imagination. In spite of the havoc wrought 
among Jewish MSS. by persecutions, fires, and, above all, 
by the invention of printing, there are plenty of proofs 
that the Jewish scribes were initiated in all the contrivances 
of drawing and colouring, that they tried their skill at all 
sorts of animal and floral embellishments, and that their 

Chajjim Bacharach, p. 57, n. 3. Cf. the name Sofer in Hock, Die FamUien 
Progs, pp. 233-238. 

'■ Cf. Kaufmann, Die letste Vertreibung der Jv4en aus Wien, p. 193, n. 3. 

' A. Neubauer, Catalogue of the Hebrew MSS. in the Bodleian Library, p. 158, 
n. 797. 

VOL. XI. U 
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flow of fancy displayed itself even in the execution of 
demoniacal contortions and Gothic convolution of animal 
figures. In fact, the gulf between the scribe and the 
copyist, the illuminator of MSS., was not, after all, so very 
wide'. 

No profession was more intensely affected by Guttenber<»'s 
new art of multiplying and embellishing the works of litera- 
ture than the copyists. It is true, the Sofer was safeguarded 
against the extinction of his particular profession by the 
ritual injunctions, which excluded the products of printing ; 
yet his principal source of profit, which was mainly derived 
from copying, was gone. As a matter of course, many 
members of that profession turned their attention to the 
new invention, which spread with marvellous rapidity. 
Those who hitherto had been engaged in the sale of MSS. 
now became the printers and publishers of books in their 
new form ^. 

The most memorable instance of such combination of the 
two professions of scribe and printer is offered by Meir or 
Mose Meir b. Ephraim of Padua. Nothing is known about 
his descent and the history of his youth. It is doubtful 
whether he himself had been born in Padua ; the designation 
" of Padua " may denote that this town had been the home of 
his father or one of his ancestors, after whom the family, 
which lived in Mantua, was named. There is, at any rate, 
nothing to prove that Meir settled in Mantua when grown 
up. He was born at the commencement of the sixteenth 
century, and, according to the fashion of the time, devoted 
himself undoubtedly to the study of the Law at a very early 
age. It seems that Meir tried several other occupations 
before he determined to utilize his great skill in writing by 
becoming a professional writer of scrolls. We know at least 

' Cf. Kaufmann, " Zur Geschichte der jiidischen Handschriften-IUus- 
tration," in D. H. Muller and I. v. Sehlosser's Haggadah von Sarajetm 
(Wien, 1898). 

' Cf. e.g. about the printers Meir ben David Sofer and Mordeohai Sofer, 
Steinschneider, Cat. Bodl., p. 2981, no. 8742, and p. 2980, no. 8734. 
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from his own report that it was only on October 23, 1541, 
that he resolved to write for the fii'st time a ritual scroll of 
the Torah. This was completed on April 10, 154a, and was 
sold to Jechiel Foa of Arezzo by the intervention of Eliah 
Dayena^, a prominent Italian Rabbi. After that time he 
usually only wrote when he received an order from some 
pious person who considered it a meritorious act to obtain 
a scroll of the Law written by the master-hand of this 
scribe who was famous all over Italy. The incidents of 
his life from the time that he first commenced writing 
scrolls are fuUy known to us. For he used to enter at the 
end of the exemplar from which he copied his scrolls, as in 
a diary, the time it took to execute each scroll, and the 
number of sheets of parchment used, and other particulars. 
He thus composed a memoir of his activity, and we become 
acquainted with all those pious clients of his, among whom 
we meet with the best names of his age and his country. 
This memoir has received the well-merited distinction of 
being preserved in the greatest synagogue of Mantua, where 
it is kept at the present day^. His first client was 
Jacob Cohen, who was, if I conjecture rightly, identical 
with Jacob b. Aaron Gabriel Zarfati, reader in the syna- 
gogue in Mantua ^, for whom Meir wrote a scroll between 
June 30 and October 27, 1542. His third copy, which 
was an experiment to write a small-size scroll, came to 
Casalmaggiore, and belonged to Moses Levi, to whom 
it was sold by Isaac Porto ; it was written between 
December 16, 1542, and April 18, 1543. 

Besides this, he must occasionally have written phylac- 
teries also ; at any rate, the demand for their production 

' Cf. Revue des Mtudes Juives, X, 196, no. 161. 

' Zunz, Zur Geschichte, p. 252, drew only from Portaleone's nmnan IdVc. 
Cf. Mortara, N'bNTi'S I33n mDia, p. 46, n. 3. I owe the copy communicated 
in the appendix to the intercession of my friend Eabhi Giuseppe Jare, in 
Ferrara. It was transcribed by Professor Isaiah Levi, Eabbi of Mantua. 

' Cf. Revue des Etudes Juives, X, igo, n. i, where we find his signature thus: 
nav;3a p"pa D'enajn ';«? rcnn .Tao icniD tups 'junaj pns 12 aps' ':« nw:. 

u a 
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by his master-hand became so great that for a time he had 
to devote himself exclusively to that branch of his art. It 
appears that this drew upon him the antagonism of a 
competitor, Benjamin by name ; but the strife was rather 
profitable than injurious to him, for it caused his name to 
be commemorated on the pages of the literature of Jewish 
Res2)onsa. Kalman, i.e. Kalonymus b. Eliezer, Kabbi of 
Mantua, laid the objection raised by Benjamin against 
Meir b. Ephraim's mode of writing the sections of the 
phylacteries before no less an authority than that of the 
two great Rabbis of his time ; namely, Meir b. Isaac, Rabbi 
of Padua, famous throughout the diaspora for his learning, 
and the not less celebrated Nathan b. Menahem Eger, Rabbi 
of Cremona. Their decisions, dated December 20 and 18, 
1543, are in favour of Meir's mode of writing^. Meir 
himself applied to Abraham b. Isaac Pisa of Bologna, 
a man highly revered both on account of his descent 
and of his own merits. This Rabbi replied in two 
Responsa, dated December ao and 27, 1543, and adopted 
the same view as the two other Rabbinical authorities'^. 
The honourable title applied by R. Abraham to Meir's 
father-in-law, who personally delivered to him Meir's 
letter, together with the decision of the Rabbi of Padua, 
proves that Meir's wife was descended from a distin- 
guished family^. 

We find that he was again busy writing a scroll on 
November 1 7, 1545, which he coqld not, however, complete 
before October 26, 1546, on account of his numerous 
orders for phylacteries. This particular specimen became 
the property of Eliah Pesach of Imola through the agency 
of Aaron of Novellara and Solomon Sabionetta, a nephew 
of the former. His fifth scroll, which he prepared for 
Menachem Ashkenazi of Lodi, occupied him from March 1 1 
till October 25, 1547. The sixth specimen was ordered by 

' Cf. my communication in Reviie, XXXII, 130 sqq. ; ibid., p. 131, II. 5 
and 6. read 1543. 
' Ibid. ' Ibid., p. 132, V's' I'on wiEon '''?« ntrti. 



MEIR B. EPHEAIM OF PADUA 271 

Joseph Norlenghi (i. e. Noidlingen) of Cremona. In a few 
cases he leaves Mantua for the purpose of executing his 
task in the house of his pious cHent and under his very 
eyes, so as to be fully the latter's representative in the 
fulfilment of the religious duty of writing a scroll of the 
Torah. Thus he worked from December 19, 1550, till 
January a, 1552, in the house of Raphael Cohen Fagiuoli ^, 
and wrote his seventh scroll ; the order had been procured 
by Eliezer of Guastalla''^. During the years 1553 and 1554 
he was engaged in the execution of three orders : one 
from Mose Zebi Vercellesi, a brother-in-law of Samson 
Massarani^ of Mantua — again procured by Isaac Porto; 
the second order from Jechiel of Carpi in Lodi had 
been procured by Solomon Marini ; and the third from 
Raphael of Viceno, near Novara. Between April 16, 
1555, and January 7, 1556, he worked on a scroll for 
Baruch Todros. But this time cannot have been spent 
in the preparation of one scroll only ; for we find that at 
the beginning of the year 1557 he executed an order for 
Jehudah b. Nathan Nordlingen in scarcely three months. 

Quite in the spirit of a Sofer of antiquity, Meir b. 
Ephraim was also esteemed and sought after as a teacher 
of the young, especially as an instructor of Hebrew and 
Biblical exegesis. It is owing to his activity in this 
direction that a man of the rank and scientific importance 
of Abraham Portaleone became his pupil, and all his life 
kept in grateful remembrance the services rendered him 
by Meir's instruction*. 

' I am indebted for this explanation of the name i^hjhd to G. Jar6. 

' The name of Eliezer ben Solomon Guastalla (n'»«iaDiio) appears 
repeatedly in the signatures of the most distinguished members of the 
congregation during the Tamari trial ; vide cf-ain rrtx (Mantua, 1566). 

' Two men bore the name of Samson Massarani in 1565 : the one was 
the son of Jechiel, the other was Isaiah Massarani. About Chayim 
Massarani, who enjoyed the title of rjVis, and who was a brother-in-law 
of Azariah di Eossi, vide Zunz, DID, V, 134, and VII, 119. 

* Dniaan 'icbaj, f. 185 c : cs ai pnpia D'airoi D'«'a3 mm 'mnoi 'nNip 'nnVai 
y'l Hp-n F]Din' in"D3i V; nannDO twd Y'ntaa ''pnaion moiDn. 
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But he was not destined to continue devoting all his 
time to the writing of scrolls and the instruction of the 
young. We do not know the reasons that induced him 
to undertake other duties. It was perhaps due to the 
heartrending reports of the persecutions to which Jewish 
literature was subjected by the satellites of Paul IV, who 
publicly burned numbers of books in many Italian towns \ 
Mantua was a haven of refuge to the Jews, who were still 
protected by the kindness of the dukes of the house of 
Gonzaga ; and it may be that the peaceful writer of scrolls 
residing there may have formed the resolution to come to 
the rescue of the bitterly persecuted literature by founding 
a printing establishment and a publishing office. What- 
ever the cause, we find that Meii* b. Ephraim was engaged, 
from the year 1556, in erecting in Mantua a new home 
for the sale of Jewish books, in place of the other 
Italian centres of that trade, which were, as it were, 
burned to the ground in one night. He worked in this 
new direction sometimes alone, and sometimes with 
partners. The difficulties he had to contend with at 
the commencement must have appeared to him as well- 
nigh insurmountable. In his despair he entered the year 
1557 in his Sofer diary as a year of many and heavy 
sufferings. It is a sort of monument of this mourning 
that the entry concerning his thirteenth scroll, which he 
had commenced April 15, 1557, remained unfinished, and 
that he omitted to mention anything about his fourteenth 
order. 

Progressing from small beginnings to larger enterprises 
in the book trade, and secure of the assistance of an 
expert partner in the person of Jacob b. Naftali Cohen 
from Gasolo ^, who had before managed the printing 

' M. Stern, Urkundliche Beitrage ilber die Stellung der Pdpsie stt den Jnden, 
p. 98 sqq. 

- According to the account book of the Holy Society of Mantua, in my 
possession, pp. 25 c and 243, it appears that Jacob Gasolo and a daughter 
died between 1570 and 1573. 
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establishment of Tobia b. Eliezer Foa in Sabionetta, Meir 
ventured to undertake the printing of the Zohar, a task 
which was not only important as a business venture, but 
was also of historic significance. Jacob, formerly Meir's 
employ^ or foreman, appears here already as his associate \ 
The printers' firm seems quickly to have risen to fame. 
For when Emanuel b. Gabriel Cropuli, of the family 
Gallichi, who was really the promoter and corrector of 
the first edition of the Zohar, resolved to have the book 
printed, his choice fell upon the printers of Mantua on 
account of the correctness and beauty of their work. The 
book was printed from MSS. of Emanuel of Benevento, 
the great-grandfather of David Conforte^, which were, 
moreover, collated with two copies of that work belonging 
to the physician Jehuda ben Moses Blanes and Eliakim 
ben Isaiah of Macerata ; and the result was that the first 
attempt to print so diffuse and frequently obscure a work 
presented everything that could possibly be expected ^, 
But great as the desire was to possess in print a work 
which as a MS. was inaccessible except at great cost, 
the scruples against the publication of the book were, on 
the other hand, considerable. The grief at the burning 
of the Talmud, the fear of new persecutions on the part 
of the Church, were too intense in the leading circles of 
Italian Jewry to permit the issue of a book, round which 
so much controversy was clustered, to be passed with 

' In 'I'jn mm' 't "wwDn Dsn") nans in (in my possession), sub flnem, 
which was unknown to Zunz, Zur Geschichte, p. 253, and the date of which 
Benjacob, Thesaurus, p. 16, n. 308, was unable to fix, we read : iBIDn Dica 
y'l pan 'Sno: id33 apr t te . . . . nansn n"n')i d^dn loaa i"s' tno n"D3 
i"'«3 m-crt aiTon jn' »"> d'T t iViisja. I find him already as companion of 
Meir w roc t»« «3irt d'D' 'la in the edition of the 'jib mE»n»rTO mnam 
y, i)»("Ti apyi -n"n)3, a fragment of which on parchment is in my possession. 
Another edition of V'l V'n ap3?' Y'lno hv mp'^a from 1571, equally unknown 
to Zunz, bears the name of Meir b. Ephraim alone. 

^ nnnn ayip, ed. D. Cassel, f. 40 a. 

" Cf. Emanuel Cropulo's preface to his edition of the Zohar. About 
Joseph Marli's letter to Emanuel, cf. Zunz, Literaturgeschichte, p. 422, n. 1. 
Mortara, maio, p. 17, writes da Corofoli. 
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indifference ^. The permission to print the book had been 
obtained in Mantua during the reign of the duke Guglieimo 
Gonzaga, but it could not be upheld in the face of the 
pronounced opposition against the publication that had 
arisen in the midst of the Jews themselves ^. Heavy times 
commenced for Meir ben Ephraim. But Menahem ben 
Joseph Tanchum of Mantua^ came to the rescue of the 
persecuted and menaced book ; by his assistance the support 
of the Church was gained for the undertaking, and thus 
the last obstacle was removed. The cardinal-bishop of 
Mantua issued a declaration on April 25, 1558, to the effect 
that the printing of the book was permitted •*. It took 
three years before the book finally came from the press 
in three quarto volumes. Before it was completed an 
edition of the work appeared, printed by Vicenti Conti 
in Cremona, which, being studiously advertised, threatened 
for a moment to jeopardize the whole undertaking by its 
rivalry^. But the intrinsic value, the decided superiority 
of the Mantua edition were too obvious, and secured its 
triumph over the other edition. 

But the exigencies of the times came to the aid of the 
inner and outer excellency of the work. It was the mournful 
epoch in the history of the Jews of Italy when the Talmud 
was torn away from them, and they were not even allowed 
to quench their thirst for the knowledge of the Law in 

' Cf. the "Approbations" before the imn ':ipn, and Isaac de Latas, 
Responsa, ed. M. H. Friedlander, Vienna, i860, p. 124 sqq. 
^ Emanuel Cropulo, in liis preface to the Zohar : usa 'd i:313 laj nr^'D '"o 

»«TD nDbnDi mini ons^rto T<\vsb CTnn n:in»x d'dic cwS cnD«bn D'lmr arm u'ht 
''DiDnn taa p nsoj «'; sitd t"3i nniciNOi nnici'n nrmx ddni h'd-i '" roviro nurr") 
•0') njin vh CDin') v.:h 31103 • i3n« nn'n innai c'Din'7 n"T iicno '^•s^\r\ t<dt^ i:inn 
ncm • nDsnn jina n«2') ir'jjii i:'t unso vh is '" nara ')2» me« rrj 'o urT n^i 
nov Y'D3a i"s' Diron cnjo Vos Dnnnn ij'jc'; '" row 'mi '"r ni3i fiaVai inn k7 '" 
■•awa D333 imirti unSs') wpi r{i>:i;i nn v'jp •av cna rvBiri nyfifyca y'21 Din;r! 
n:i3n xcn nn np' jn« n"T pt-nn oy tinana nann '3D aaci mipn. 

' In 1565 he signed his name V't omjn F]dv 'o3a Dn:a, v. onnn rfrn. 

* Cf. M. Stern, 1. c 122, no. 116. 

' Cf. Graetz, Geschichte der Juden, IX', 361 sq. 
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secret. The Talmud was once again, as in the time of its 
commencement, entrusted, or rather assigned, to the memory. 
Contemporaneously with the Zohar, Juda ibn Tibbon's 
Hebrew translation of Bachja ben Joseph "s Duties of the 
Heart appeared at Meir ben Ephraim's printing-office. The 
excellent edition offered a reliable text based on MSS. ; 
the quotations from the Talmud were to be given with 
references to the passages where they occurred, and the 
learned editor, Abraham b. David Provenzali, could do this 
only either from memory, or in some rather roundabout way ^. 
In this stress of circumstances the new enterprise of Mantua 
came as an act of deliverance, the disclosing of a new source 
serving as a kind of consolation and compensation for the 
Talmudic literature, the loss of which was so bitterly felt. 

Being thus deeply engaged in the affairs of his business 
as publisher, he could not as before follow up his original 
vocation. He had commenced to write a scroll of the Law 
on November 29, 1560, for one of the most distinguished 
members of the congregation of Mantua, Mordechai ben 
Isaac Trabotto^ ; but on June 30, 1562, he had only finished 
the mere text, without having yet given it the ornamental 
little crowns. His next orders were two small scrolls for 
Gianvarna of Alexandria, the brother-in-law of Hoseah 
di Colonia, and for a brother-in-law of Menahem Sinai 
in the same town. He finished the second of these on 
May 21, 1563. He undertook another order on October 21 
of the same year for Elishama Zarfati, and completed it 
on April 6, 1564. He was occupied with the writing of his 
nineteenth scroll from June 13, 1564, tiU June 29, 1565 ; 
his client was Jehudah di Colonia. He buried his mother 
on March 9, 1565, in the cemetery of Mantua^; her life 

' Fol. 103b we read; n^ri vh^ nnr reb i:'?2« nsoj ■>rhi Vrca nio'jnri nvn'; 
i«\rjttj noa Doipo Dittnb ijansin o • piDi 'on ini«oni oipion -md ■note') u'ts pec 

* His signature was : V't loianffi pna' Vnsa i"s» '3 no, v. onnn n?«. 

^ In Mantua's oncn ni')'>Dji D"n 'nana DpJD (in my possession), which 
covers the years 1550-1628, we find (f. 8b) the entry: tkd 't ■<"? C332 'w 
n:o laio 'to mipai n3"s:n t3« miap T3r W ninKEO. 
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had been despaired of four years before that time, for in 
1561 he entered in his diary that his mother's illness 
hindered the execution of his work. The remainder of the 
year 1565 he was engaged in the execution of an order 
which he had received from the congregation of Pisa 
through Jacob Fabriano and Solomon ben Samuel Colomi^; 
the work occupied him till May 15, 1566. 

His importance in the congregation had considerably in- 
creased, and he was in 1565 elected president of two societies ; 
one was the Society of the Talmud Torah, and the other 
a charitable society. In this double capacity he signed^, 
on March 35 of that year, the memorable document which 
the most distinguished members of the congregation issued 
on the dispute between the Rabbis Mose Provinciale and 
Pinchas Elia di Melli on the one hand and the six Dayanim 
af the German congregation of Mantua on the other, and 
in which a decided and public declaration was given in 
favour of the former. Besides his signature, there appears 
also that of his brother David ^, whose son Ephraim became 
afterwards Meir's son-in-law and successor in the publishing 
business. In that year we find as his partner in printing 
Isaac b. Josef SuUam, who signed also as member of the 
congi'egation of Mantua the document of March 25 *. 

There existed a close friendship between Meir ben Ephraim 
and Mose ben Abraham Provinciale ^, the learned Rabbi of 
Mantua, whose authority on questions of the Law was 
appealed to from all parts like that of an oracle. Meir's 
inquiries on matters connected with his work of a scribe and 
its precepts were made by Provinciale the subject of more or 
less ample expositions, and were embodied by the latter in his 

' He signs his name : V'l miiipn Sxioic 'o33 rrabv:, v. onmn nba. 

^ 1. c. riDipa miani mm iicSn nsipo njinn ninwon V'si onDW 'na T«n rysn 
npnsn. 

^ Ibid. mnnEO y'l cns.v 'ma V's' ^^^^. 

* See the title-page of D':ni rtans no (Mantua, 1565). Two other 
members of the family SuUam in Mantua, Abraham b. Jacob and Josef 
b. Meir, sign also the mentioned declaration. 

' Cf. Zunz, TOn aia, V, 157, VII, 123. 
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collection of Responsa (32-35, ^TS^)' Meir appears here 
not only as a master of his craft, but also as a Rabbinical 
scholar, and R. Mose meets him as an equal in learning. 
Meir's inquiries, which are invariably signed "Mose Meir 
ben Ephraim of Padua ^," are not confined to matters 
connected with his particular vocation, but embrace the 
whole circle of religious practice^. 

The greater part of the year 1566 was devoted by Meir 
to the execution of an order which he had received from 
one of the most distinguished members of the congregation 
of Mantua, namely, the president David Fontanella, i.e. 
David ben Raphael Jacob Finzi of Fontanella ^. A scroll 
of the largest size had to be written, and the work filled 
the space between May 19, 1566, and January 3, 1567. 
A similar order, although not quite so difficult a one, from 
Mose, a member of the distinguished Mantuan family of 
Chazak *, kept him engaged up to August 2 a, 1567. Towards 
the end of the year he undertook to write a scroll for 
Raphael Pesach in Solarolo, near Cremona. It was only 
finished on July 4, 1568, because he had to write during 
the same period a number of scrolls of the Book of Esther 
and of phylacteries. He undertook the writing of a scroll 
for Joshua Cohen of Vercelli and his three brothers on 
October 17 of the same year, and finished the work 
on March 8, 1569. It was not before October 19 that he 
commenced a scroll ordered by Judah Leon Morello of Pavia 
through Solomon di Ostilia ; he finished it on May 25, 

' In the MS. of these Responsa (in my possession) : nansso tmo nco T?2n. 
In No. 32, which was dated by R. Mose " 9 Adar, 1560," he addresses 
Meir thus : DniE'n'; nn -pin aiian ;"3 -pn. 

^ In my MS. of various of R. Mose's Besponsa, there is one of Sunday, 
Ellul 26, 1564, commencing thus : i"2' nBiDn nanSEO t«q foa 'in« irtso 
Dv -hrby D'tDJn nD33a pipo^ ma p'VinS D>3tD3 tcm m )nS ims didj nsp -|inn 
IT Ts iniiJ j'aao D3 '13 ■•"s 1D1D31 Dvn rtnna mn'ten ns'ipi nten ni«3 □•niean 
njii ■yrm v c« lys vk&'j imno'j jTSttn") no ^^a•^n S'ta n'ronn nn«. 

' He signs: ri"T' nam:n p"p totoo Vi nVj^cJiDn 'sjdt apr' bsE-i a"33 m Trsn, 
V. nnnrt n')« . Moses Finzi was his brother, ibid. 

* Ibid. : y'si »<"« pin rrahw t5"D3 nxca ttspi. 
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1570. The remainder of the year was devoted to a work 
ordered through Solomon ben Emanuel di Pontremoli, 
Reader of Mantua \ by Elia Trabotti of Regili. Jechiel 
ben Boas di Barucb procured him on May 17, 1571, an 
order from Joseph ben Mattathia Treves of Savigliano 
in Piedmont", one of the most learned Rabbis of Italy^ 
and the task was completed on December 23 of the same 
year. Immediately after he received another order from 
Joseph Jechiel di Corte Maggiore, the son of Abraham Viceno, 
which he finished on August 3, 1572, except the little 
crowns on certain letters. 

However fully engaged as a scribe, though, on account 
of his fame as a reliable and correct writer, overwhelmed 
with orders, the indefatigable man still found suflScient 
leisure to look after the management of his publishing 
trade, and to issue new works from his press, which was 
placed in the house of Giacomo Rufinelli ^. A new under- 
taking in the publishing line, and this time one of greater 
magnitude and significance, was executed before the end 
of the year. The inquisitor of Mantua, Giovanni Battista 
de Milano, issued on April 10, 1572, a permit to our Meir 
ben Ephraim — for it is he whom I recognize under the 
designation of " the Jew Mirra de Crescino of Padua " — and 
his partner to print and publish Maimftni's Code of the Law, 
with the commentary, Keseph Misknah, by R. Joseph Karo *. 



' Ibid. : V's' naiTCJD p"p vm-a S"si I'nomDJiDO Ssim? d''33 mha cw. 

' We read on the title-page of his Besponsum on the Venturazzo trial : 
i"s') «nv-im FjDV nirT"iD jwjn 'nasn x^-inr\. 

' The print: V^ y''ii apr Y'lrro "nc nipni) omitted by Zunz, I.e., is from 
the year 1571. 

' M. Stern, 1. c., 146, No. 137. My friend, Professor Guiseppe Jare, 
Cliief Rabbi of Ferrara, is in possession of the title-page of an edition 
of the first three books of Maimuni's Mishna Torah published by Meir 
ben Ephraim. The title-page represents a portico flanked by tortuous 
pillars, and the title is : Dipn rwTO as V"i Damn'; npinn rnn d':oi naa« inn 
inn ''-nbrin Dni«ii r.injn n'jK to f|di:i vm'vt ■h'rsti mnnco en D'picEm 'vDierro 
c'jpi awina on^i mn ovn nr D'CDn:n tai vn «■> jtj? itcx onn'jo'ji v-vrlrh 
lE^ioi naiTEjn man im's:»s:»i 'u;n« 'innn rVwoo nnn nanun no ddi3 ; im'jTn' 
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R. Menahem Azariah di Fano was at that time only twenty- 
four years of age, and yet stood already on terms of 
friendship with the great teacher of the whole diaspora 
who resided in Safed. R Menahem had been honoured 
by the latter with the charge of having his work printed 
in Italy ^, and it may be that the former offered the printing 
of the book to Meir ben Ephraim even before the monu- 
mental Venice edition of 1574 was commenced. He was 
probably acquainted with the famous scribe of Mantua ; 
himself almost a youth, his legal decisions on points of 
religious law had been applied for by the aged printer 
and writer of scrolls ; we find traces of this in the former's 
JRenpoiisa^. 

Meir ben Ephraim prepared himself on October 4, 1572, 
for the thirtieth time, to execute an order for a scroll of 

'/'i D'ic« nD33 iv"' -Vim ni23 nsicri aoi : t3n ims'jo >»iC3nni m-'Ti dit toxtd 
V"' i>^'i : nin«DD. This book was already printed in 1565 under the reign 
of Guglielmo Gonzaga, and flnislied f'^si ^"^2V n:\E ;i»mr3 \cin cwni. 
Isaac b. Joseph SuUam was then the companion of Meir. On the 
title-page we read: V'l DnD« V'n3i i"a' two V'ns i-Tn rr"n ccmcn ata 
'''r'' «"''' i"s' cte F|DV Y'o33 pns' Y'd3i nin«D"3. It is certainly the edition of 
Maimuni's work, on which the ambassador of Mantua, Aurelio Zibramonte, 
wrote on January 1 1, 1584, to his court : " M. Gio. Paulo Eustacchio Renato 
e stato a dirmi questa matina che essendo caritati qui in Douana alcuni 
libri del Rabi Moise stampati gia 16 aiini in cotesta citta ha ritrovato 
in essi molti errori et che per rispetto di V. A. non vuol farii abbruggiare 
ma li purgara" {II Bibliofilo, An. v. No. 2, Bologna, 1884). Compare Zunz, 
Zur Geschichte, p. 257, who did not know the year of this edition. See also 
Steinschneider, Cat. Bodl, p. 1873 (1°-")) and 2982 (no. 8745). The reprint 
under Vincenzo Gonzaga is so slavishly literal that the line : iricn cca 
naiiseo Y'l d'-icn 1031 i"s' T«a ^)^^, is also retained, though Meir was no 
longer alive when Vincenzo came to the throne in 1587. 

' Of. Conforte, nnnrr «^lp1 ed. D. Cassel, fol. 42 b. 

' Nos. 37 and 38. The latter Responsum is, according to fol. 37 b, certainly 
written after 1576, for V'-Jt is added to the name ■>';«: y'ms D"nrro. 
R. Menahem Azarja praises Meir's mastery in the art of drawing the crowns 
in the following terms, fol. 39 a : D'nDicn ^N10 ':iH3 pnn nuown I'ncV n33i 
cn'3D3 I'lDro >na:m. He introduces his answers with the flattering 
remarks : T«o Vn niTOi-:! pn nriDn "rs inw jrr TUi ;n (No. 37) and sncn 
riNnp') Ni'v -JTO3 in'MT 'd [Sotah 49"] Hwo'in^ >inQ') H'nDD nscT m nie^'x 'nti 
niTtno ''pririo nmvih 'jc 'I'j'ina po:. 
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the Law. It was an order of a particularly honourable 
character, and Meir executed it with enhanced zeal ; for 
it was given by the venerable and celebrated Aminadab 
di Fano of Mantua^. The text without the crowns was 
finished already on April lo, 1573. From June 9 till 
December 17 of the same year he worked at the execution 
of an order which he had received through the distinguished 
Rabbi of Asti, Abraham ben MeshuUam of Agnelo ^, from 
Eliezer Poggietto, who intended to present his nephew, 
Mose Treves, with a scroll of the Torah written by Meir's 
master-hand. The work was finished on December 17, 1573. 
He thereupon worked on another scroll from February 14 
till June 39, 1574, ordered by Abraham ben Malkiel de 
Villanova through Solomon di Pontremoli. Already on 
August 16 he was engaged in writing a fresh scroll for Juda 
Leon MoreUo, which was completed on January 27, 1575. 
He commenced another on March 17, this time for a woman, 
Diana del Bene ^ and finished it on August 1 9. He received 
on October 9, 1575, through Isaac Norzi, an order from the 
latter's brother-in-law, Meshullam Kusi*, which was executed 
by the beginning of May, 1576. But the latter half of that 
year was destined to terribly disturb the peace which the 
indefatigable scribe had hitherto enjoyed. The plague had 
broken out in Mantua ^, and had also invaded the quiet home 
of Meir ben Ephraim. Three victims fell to its fury : 
his daughter and daughter-in-law and his manservant 
succumbed in rapid succession. We learned from the 
account-book of the Chevra Kadisha for the first time that 
our printer and scribe went in the Ghetto of Mantua also 
by the name of Meir Talliano, i. e. Italiano ^. 

'■ His signature, which is the second on the declaration of March 25, 
1565, reads: ■okdo V'jn mfw 'oaa V's' nj'or vrsrt. 

' Cf. Bemie des Etudes J\iives, X, 185, note 2. 

' Cf. about this family, Kaufmann in Jewish Quabtebly Review, 
VIII, 517. ♦ Cf. Mortara, mara, p. 18. 

' The chief of the congregation, the revered Rabbi Mose Provinciale, 
died on July 30. Zunz, Monaista,ge, p. 42. 

* This I infer, because the above-mentioned cpJD, f. 27 a, equally with 
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Scarcely had he commenced on June 10, i57^. ^ work 
for Kalonymos ben Samuel, ordered by Mordechai Soncino \ 
when the plague made its appearance in the Ghetto, and 
constant anxiety banished for a long time all thought of 
vocation and labour. The year 1577 had already commenced, 
before he could complete his task. On January 22 he had 
made such progress that it only wanted the crowns, and 
we see him already on March 12 start on a fresh task 
which his heart was particularly set on, for it was the 
fulfilment of the wish of a dear deceased relative. His 
nephew Mose, the son of his brother David, desired to possess 
a scroll of the Torah written by the hand of his uncle. 
Both father and son had died since. The task was com- 
pleted before September 2, the New Year's Day of ^^^S. 
On December 10 of the same year, he commenced another 
scroll, which he had promised Abraham Levi dell' Arpa^ 
to complete for the latter's father-in-law Mose ben Menahem 
Pugliese ^ in Lodi. Although the work was interrupted for 
two months because no parchment could be obtained, yet 
the work was as good as finished on June 24, 1578. It seems 
that he lost his wife in the course of that year *. He obtained 
again through Abraham Agnello, Rabbi of Asti, an order 
from Eliezer Poggietto, one of the most distinguished 
members of his congregation, who wished to see a small- 
size scroll written by the hand of the master of Mantua. 
He started the work on October 14 and finished it on 
March 6, 1579. 

The execution of his fortieth scroll, which he was charged 

Meir's journal, contains the entry of three deaths under that name : ( i) 3>pip 
•u«'')a Tsn 't mtro, (2) UN'bio t«o '^ ni rpip, and (3) vif'm t«o 't rirap. 

1 Ibid., fol. 35 b e, it is mentioned that a son of this Mordechai died on 
September 3, 1586, and (fol. 38 b) a daughter on July 3, 1592. 

' Ibid., fol. 35 d, after May 21, 1587, alluded to as already dead when 
his son died. 

' About this spelling and the name Pugliese of Appulia, ef. D^W "n, 
ed. Adelmann, p. 18, note 16, and Luzzatto in Polak's mp mD'';n, pp. 66, 67. 

* Ibid., fol. 30 a, we read before September 29, 1578: i:«'V£'« tno '^ 
\ovo o»i nasjn imc« miap. 
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to write by Mordechai ben Rafael Norzi, was again con- 
nected with most painful reminiscences. He had started 
the work on June 25, 1579, when during the festival season 
a quite unexpected trial fell to his share and landed the 
peaceable old man in prison. The restless plottings of 
the Inquisition at last necessarily interfered also with 
Mantua, the last refuge of the Jewish book trade. The 
documents necessary for elucidating these events are still 
missing, but Meir's short entry in his diary is sufficiently 
eloquent to make us understand that the denunciations and 
plottings on the part of an inquisitor of Jewish extraction 
must have brought persecutions upon the Jewish congrega- 
tion of Mantua which they had hitherto been spared. The 
old printer and publisher was arrested immediately after 
the Jewish New Year. He had to suffer the pain of being 
kept separated from the prayers of his brethren on the Day 
of Atonement ; he pined in solitary confinement. It must 
have been an unlawful, or, at least, a culpably rash 
arrest ; for already after twelve days the authorities were 
compelled to set him free, and on the Hoshaanah Day he 
could again join his brethren in prayer. The mental 
sufferings which he had to undergo in conjunction with 
other accidents, such as the spraining of a foot, threw him 
on a bed of sickness. He was ill for six months, and it 
was miraculous that the old man possessed the staying 
power to rise again after so many untoward events and to 
recover sufficiently to again undertake fresh woi'k. He 
rejoiced in completing on June i, 1580, Norzi's scroll, a work 
bound up with so many miseries. 

Afterwards he started afresh with renewed vigour, as if 
he were bent upon compensating for precious time lost. 
On June 12 he commenced a fresh scroll for Mose ben 
Samuel di Melli of Viadana, and completed it on November 
22, 1580. He completed two scrolls in 1581: one for 
Chananja of Gazolo^ between January 15 and June 20, 

' This must be Chananja Finzi of Gazolo. Cf. Zunz, Zur Geschichte, 
p. 258, and Steinschneider, Cat. BodU, p. 2864, no. 7944. 
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and the other for Samuel Jechiel ben Chayim Cohen of 
Alexandria between July 30 and December 10. On 
April 15, 1583, he commenced writing the scroll which he 
was not destined to finish. He had undertaken to write it 
for his cousin Mose ben Melito, and it would have been the 
forty-fourth. The last entry in his diary refers to it, but 
he could only note down when he commenced it ; death 
overtook him during the execution. His eye remained 
bright, his hand firm to the last. At an age when other 
people have long lost strength and faculties he was still 
bent upon his arduous task with juvenile vigour. The 
tombstone of the Meir ben Baruch Jamnitz, who was buried 
in Prague in 1667, records that that writer of scrolls of the 
Torah had had the privilege of writing fifty scrolls in which 
no mistake could be detected ^. Meir ben Ephraim com- 
pleted only forty-three, but his art had remained faithful 
to him even to his last year, and every specimen was 
a pattern of its kind, so that the scrolls from his hand 
became, like the model codices of former centuries, standard 
patterns for long periods of time and for distant countries. 
He had raised his handicraft to an art, in which he secured 
his place, even when the publishing trade in which he had 
engaged also proved more and more unfavourable to him 
by imtoward vicissitudes. It was evidently due to the 
influence of the Inquisition, which became also triumphant 
in Mantua, that no publishing enterprise of Meir ben 
Ephraim's, during the latter years of his hfe, can be recorded. 
This energetic and indefatigable man was compelled to look 
on, when the emporium of the Jewish book trade, which 
he had helped to establish, gradually decayed and dissolved. 
In his old age he nearly became a martyr to his calling of 
printer of Mantua, and had to be grateful that he suffered 
no more than the painful recollections of the grave danger 
that threatened him. 

Meir ben Ephraim was well stricken in age when he died. 

' See Hock, Die FamUien Progs, p. 234. 
VOL. XI. X 
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He was interred in Mantua on November 17, 1583^. His 
memory remained fresh long after his death. The types used 
in his printing-office came into the possession of his nephew 
Ephraim ben David and belonged afterwards to Elishama 
ben Israel Sifroni ^, and were utilized during the short period 
during which Jewish printing still managed to flourish in 
Mantua. But Meir ben Ephraim's fame endured above all 
through his labour as a scribe. The fame of his accuracy 
procured him during his lifetime the esteem and recognition 
of the greatest Rabbis of his time, the friendship of R. Mose 
Provinciale and R. Menahem Azariah di Fano. The same 
fame raised the scrolls that emanated from his hands, and 
which were spread all over Italy, to the rank of precious 
relics, the possession of which was the pride of individuals 
and congregations. Not less an authority than Abraham 
Portaleone asserted, in 1607^, that of all the forty-three 
scrolls not a single one was ever questioned even as to the 
smallest details by the most expert judges. 

D. Kaufmann. 



APPENDIX. 

• ION naiDij *n^N '>'? mar 
3"3 ptypno '3 DI'' Dvn bsn mrya pcNi n"D ainai' '<rf?mn 
nNi3 bii'^rf ^":h iniN Tnao 5F 'nax ''> thm pai? 5i> 1131? 'idin 
.aF 'wx< i5 viNa ia''hni 'jN'-n n'hvi mmoa pwn t- h)) niyvoNa 

' In cp3D of Mantua, fol. 35 a, we read : jpin in [''ail] y'jn i"' antt) 
'ob 'b H'\ HNnsn T«n Y'nnD [i.e. said 30 lire]. Zunz, 1. c, 252, could only 
remark, "already dead at the commencement of the year 1593." 

' Zunz, ibid., 257 a and 260. Cf. Steinsehneider, Cat. Bodl., p. 2982, no. 
8745. This Ephraim lost a son on April 28, 1589, cf. Cp:D, fol. 35 d. 

' Dniaan 'b'to, fol. 176b : lanDiio mwn noD hv nns 'TOdd DmiH ':« m ta us 

n« tec i« nin loicn w imrt dot diib nbiyow 'ninuB xbi c'>i3 n«oirii n«'';N'ta''« 
viDD. Cf. ibid., fol. 174 a, fol. 3 b. 
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DK>3 3k5 vjv (N)b ntsn "v '1 DV Dvn ••:{? n"D aina^ ■ri^nnn 

.jap on D''a*in— D''5nn nicyi' "rhnnn tni li> 'sidin r5 

mrya vnoi'B'n pai) iiB> 'aos^T td did 'r 'i dv jop ib^^jb' .... 
niyTin id— D''jnn 2)nJ? nny SnriNi 'nas FF ii' i^'-n t i>Nn 
ttT nya idn n^'-jv imia pns^ -\"rh mis 'mao rn D'-ain — n3 

ij? Tiana p"a^ ii' naow "r vi'Qa ? '3 nv n"y3 ^31 .... 
VTJn w n3D 33 'n dv dvh prei i^y ni^in b ^j^dc 'd3 minn ■'xn 
tTj(i)E' v^D3 rn 'i DV vly3 vnoi'cn : n3nn p^^an 3'in3i' na ^npoai 
nDa n'i'N '3^ iniN ttisc 3d niyn^n id pjnn nwy^ ^^nnsi 
riDijB' n33 .... mNi5i3UD pHN T3 n^yjH '>t'> bv nSo'iNO 

.[T](1)B' D3e> ' nt3''3V3DO 

QTOO »"3 DtJ'3 ny3 tS' i5no i? -nsi B^ '1 dv '•B^on .... 
^■•nnNi n3DtD"'B' 't 1^ Si's io '1 dv ivTy3 vnoi'B'n W iM3tJ'N 
niyn\T ^D— ''nii'3 iN''3ni W SitaiN n"3 .... D^ann nwffvb nny 

.nyp D^ann id 7? 

. . . •'jyi'nij fjDV "nnD3 db'3 'i3''a n3 mN '3 '3 dv •'CE' . . . . 

.n3icnp3 . . 1 nsun '0'3 n"y3 mob^n 

'■1 DB'3 tw n3£23 HiB'y DV "'yuB' fi'^D 31)13^5 Dii'E'3 Tii'nnn 
i*iy3 mNi^a3 ••mNB'Ji N-iNTiao i^iB'sa ^Jsai 'n n:i3on |n3n ^jns"! 
nwyi' ... 3^ n3D i"3 nys vnc^e'n h^nddnjc iry^N i"3 '^'y 

.p3nn )b 

nJD^Nno ^ns Nini iD''i'''5nvD ns new t3 iNiaon DtJ'a o^ob' .... 
n3t3 IS '1 DV Dvn vn^nnni jniddo ^ pcoB' 'i he's nan mo 
p'V 3ny3 vnoi'B'n icaiia pny tHdB ni^yjni iNiacn n1y»o^a 3^ 

.iw icm 

DV '3''cn3 noiyn '•aipD ^N''n^ 'a ij''3{jt)n de'3 ^ycri .... 
ID ny3 vno^B'n ■"insio nn^t? -iNiaon niysDN3 w" v^d3 rn 'i 
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.noan dnip ^n nu Kami ioB^ ':''''J 'o tDat? F 't dv nya 

DB'a "iDB* 'nsN V p^a aa noan inN ib^ nns Nine' .... 
Qv njla ainai? vno^tyn — ^dv a rhv^nti id^j omica ina nsison 
Q''Bnm 3D niyn'n id— D'jnn nmib ^'•nns nnyi— w nati aa 'n 

.d'BT 'no vn myn\n b '•a "top 

iD"aa mw i"a ij»aE>on ot^a ri* nao na dv nt^y Q'-jb' .... 
JO n"iyn\n id— w nDa any nya vnoi'B'n ■'M-i'nu }n3 

nna era w 'nax i"a n"K r"t5 'i ova ib^ ne'i'E' Nint5> .... 
nnv 't^aj i>y— n"i»B> nhn) idd ■'y^anai n3nN''ia inn ••jind {jn^ik 

niyni mai 

"iQiaiD "•aiiD niaa qb>^ itj'y nc'Dn Nine* no ainaij di^b'3 '•ni'nnn 
'n '•JN ^a ny nonn tr^i'B'n Tiana SaF nac^iw 5a v^JDa '•• 'i qv 
non ra 'j dv Qvn ^ vnc^B'ni noa aina^ na-in pi Tipoai ixan 
ID 55 m'n'<r] id pjnn niB'yi> D''i'E'N nnyi [3j(3)3B' vj^u siid 

.Syp D''Bnn 

to-n3DaibN3 -\ir\ wj ny3 n^^jihpo ynn Toa db'^ pp v . . . . 
nena 3ina^ 'npDai SaF roe* iddn dix dv Dvn nj-isaM t(r\p:n 
vriD^B'ni pBTOo m3 nD3 3inai' ^mrm Tiiin {jb* •'^in ^iao Dnan 
DnB> nns^ D''aT 'no n^ dh niynTi id — v^Joa iH 'n dv nya 

.D''aT 5p 

■•Du n"m:Day'N3 mn id''J *iy3 'j^d dtod db*^ fop F . . . . 
ta 'i DV f'NH mty3 vnob^r] nVBna 'a i3 hb^j n3a JaF nawn 
'3D DHD B" niyn^n id — pjnn niB'y^ ^''nnw laF v^jnd Sa n"K 
.lip D''Bnn 1D1 a^ bn id d-'BT 'ni 'ni rs^ 

naiDiN To pB>mD 'a 'j dv tibiv yDB>''i'N niaa db6 n^ . . . . 
niynNT ^o naF "i^naN'! p''D F iDiy^ liS 'n dv nya vnoi'B'n tHb' 
.bn D''BT nyp d''BT 'ji D^an 't idd D^'iai d-ib^dh 

3'' '3 DV n'lisii'ipT mm'' Va njjyjn db*^ iB>y nyBT Nins' .... 
i5*nnN nnyi nas' vw" 5a aaB' ra 'a dv nya vnD^B'n TaB^ V3V 
.DJ?p D''3nn b id 5d niy^n "jd — p3nn niB'y^ 
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*:3 £"p onNiBon mb nai' ni& iddn dw 'n di* Dnc^y .... 

D''S*T 'no oha cm nd nijrT'n 10 US' naioix tc pe^mD id 'n 
."Sdj? Q'snn b ^D1 — D^BT 'jo Dnt? naijo 

yenn tm nb^n db*^ iSe' n:^ naoa 'na ;t3p nntryi inx . . . . 
ID [lJ(T)3B' VNO 10 "T'^xi' 13 't dv ^ti )T\d?^n_'n]i2 n«3ihp3 
.D^BT 'jD '31 'no in QiBT nB^ono r dhd b«i j^ D(v)n nijnfl 

mb [i](t)3E' i«jND 5> }VD rn 'n ova niso h*w 33 ... . 
10— iS^ VNr 'j n3D 33 QV 5n vno^tyn h^j'-jdjib nn i"3 nsiBon 

.s^jp on d^Bim td on niyn^n 

HEID TDS -iNIBOn DE'i' OB' TUB' inOK DW 01^3 ijinj 15 , . . . 

D^ann niB'yi' l^^nriNi tHb' icddun 33 i'li'S 7 'i dv iri iTiD^e^n prn 

.t^p canm td niyn^n 10 

ath rot? naoa 't ova n"3 Nine n"D 3in3i' mb&i ^nirmn 
»npDBiji3i»3 'b ny ^nsnsi nh[i](n)biD3 nn hdb bnsn iniboh 
m3 bin nD3 ainai" Tiitn SriSi plj'-Bn nuit n»3i trbm 2v\2b 
D31-I 3D niyn^n ^D nSS' Nvijii) 'i non 'n dv "5n TiD^e^n roc' mx 
.nDTi ii> '•nni'E' FEii itaouN 'nsi d^sn 'lo 

'31 v^tnn'^ innosi' t33E> n3ii3iN 5"^ nBTi "5 'j dv dvn nS . . . . 
nit^yi) i'TiriNi d3e> ino 'n ms c ^ vrv^b^m »i>'yT'io d^3n3n vns 
."Bjp u>snn ^D— 'jo "xnni cbt 'no dno »sn id niyn\n ^D— pjnn 

rai3Dn niiin'' Y'3 dcb 5^ n3iDiN v jierno 'j dv dvn « . . . . 
|VD m3 i)n vno^BTi n^S'-ddind nDbt? niysDN3 n^inst i^nio pNii> 

.nioB' iBD ny pjnn u nB>yj 133 dJi"^ 

"i"3 -msi^ dB'b i'B' 10DUN 33 hi'N IS 'j dv dvn ra . . . . 
? 'n dv iri vno^B'n BioB'n noijc '3 '•"y ^i'''jn3 -nn '•duio in"ii>N 
.d^Bi 'no db vni 'o niyn^n p — pann m^b i'^nriNi n^'c mxi 

WN«i'iiiND3 -nn i? e^ino sjdv -nnio3 D3nn ds'i' 75 . . . . 
1P3D tyi3 TiniD33 bti^'TV ^un '"y nJjb' vnd r 'T'''N 35 '1 dv dvn 



288 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 

.pjnn niE>yi> ^'•nriNi 'no onspi d^sT 'no onsp e>*"i 

omas TM nuNo ^Diipi b»''TV fpv t5 i>^3B«n ntj'i' 55 ... . 
minn '•xna '•nyan ai'K' inoN qis -ins F 'n oc dvn iivr nra^'^iio 
itDDWN 'j 2N t5 'n dv dvh iD^i'B'nb Ti'-or irii a^c p'^o Fi '3 dv 
ID 'JD oyoi ran 't dan 55 niynNn ^D pjnn niB'yi' i>^nnNi aijc 

."iSp D''ann b 

MNQD anrcy mnoa nbjjjn tJ^B«n Q^b ain3NK> d^B'^'cn .... 
'' n^'N 'r 'i dv iri vnoi'Kn j^e' naioix 'n pe'mD 'j 'i dv dvn 
ID — nn^ 'aa nnann '•• ly nay d'O'l' pjnn u •TT'B'yi j^k' ••^'nax 

.d''BT 'n» dan r? mynin 

n^Jn nya j^'c vj« 'd wn 'r '3 dv dvn *p''a TianaE' si'n . . . . 
pNjn 'ha ana iB'sa nnDjic^o noa naj ovb "i? "lo^is niy^/S to5 
naoyT r 'i dv '\i:)'<b^nb bn T\^ii '•ddno "i^j^jx 'yo dmaN -nmoa 
.TO niynin id — pann dy •'xnn mv^ "laai ni'B' oae' t5 

Dci" lijc via-'S T {'igNTjiiK 3a 'n d v dvn Ti anaty 2b . , , , 
•'^JionDJisD n»bK'_2a_''y iiifr !'N''3^» na naun^^n dmas na inibdh 
■•snn •TT'CW 1331 ni'E' i«3T' na n»nj' '3 dv ^n m'<b^nb "rrat cyptyn 
.a^P dn d^ann id d^an 'id dno v d5 myn''n p p3nn dy nono 

nNiann dk'!? n^ty iDtywN r5 as fa* 'n dv dvn TianaE' 3^ . . , . 
dv iin i»i^K'n!j '•n''3T N''ixaD_ bo i7' i^mo ti**'^ n3i3Dn mm*' ts 
p-i nnN[^](3) D-iaT 'no dnc ni? niyn^n id- ni'ty vw" n oac S^ '1 

.d'-an '3D '3 

dE'i' ni'B' inD F }D''3 't '1 dv dvn nm ny "inanac lij • ♦ ♦ • 
'n nona ainai" vnoi'tyn 'n dyD nry nap aipno n3Nn niD miaan 
p — Ncyn ''3 'a ny f''3nn ''n''B'y laai n^c iddi3n E" b^bii y 'i dv 
• d-ian 'no dn iniDm nns^ d''aT 'hd nann dhd e'"'1 n!? niynM 

dvn njn ly ^nanajy n^ Nine' n'^N ainal? "5n diiica '•ni'nnn 
"iniJD "t? pny Y'a isiaDn db'!? i^c naiDis 'd pB'mo 'n 's dv 
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nnxi) a<sn 'no Id dho t?'") 3o niyiNn ^D mo nnx 'a nj? pann n 

."top d'snn b no D''an '30 nnioni 

-innoa oann at?!' i!je> vjv '•> nona iF" 'n dv )b ri"D Tii'nnn 
yjjn i^nn nasi wsjid laTio an ••y 5t nnwa ^Niotr t55 "vi? oicjii'p 
'jao an }ot ia aina^o Tipoai nijn nwaj '3 ^rcaa dj inoi aya 
nns '1 '^ nv am ^n moi'B'n"! u aina^ Tinrn anSi 'iij; nay nmsn 
pn ).na e«i ri' mynNn id pnn u nityyi' ^'''nnNi ri>E> vw^a 55 jiB'Nn 
.nop D''ann id 'no aha on nniom pan 'jd '3 



PK' isno "y -ntt.) i5 '3 ova inix ainai? Di^t^a "ni'nnn ti> n"D 
vno^E'n non nan dv^!' bi •'hn nin na "57 na: ntro 'n nwon OB'i' 
D'an '3 Dno rn D''an 'no 33 i3«in nc niyn^n id ni>K' nn amp i^n 

.iop Q-'ann no nnN^J 



nB'D na nsiaon DK'i' [n](r)i'K' nao'-sn '•• nao FiT dv . . . . 
nansh n^n Dnnat* no n'<n i3nn nib nnn 57 nnao na is^ ''D"ha 
'a Tinoyi ]b^_\o'<i ra nmp 'aa ^ny3n cnya innB'i' ^nnn: in^ ^yi 
[Dp' '3 DV i'n vnoi'E'ni ainai' •'nntni niy n'' ■■!> nn n^k* D'cnn 
Dn niyn\n laiD nyi nmp 'ao p3nn D''i5E>Ni [njioijc vjv na non 
.aop D''ann ^D pan 'jo dh d'je' pn nns!' D''an 'no dhi li? 

'3 Dva 't3DNa -nn id''''3S nry^N nijyjn DE'i' pp naD mis .... 
nnHoa Dann '^n anac D'-anan '•a bv_ ^ naiois t pc^nno r 
-laai o5e> ino ['i](t) nnsi 'n '1 dv iri vno^cn i'V'JN 'yn Dnnas 
'no Dno 33 ni? niyn\n ^D onann Hi's nao ny psnn \b "n^^ 

.aap D^ann bi id '3d dho to D^an 

obv i"3V na tion n'^na '•ni30 basn na ix^ 'anno noa h^ .... 
n'aa 'nnoyB' npinni noien nmx 'jao onyion 'D'a ainai? 'npDai 
wycin Dva niasn Dy i^ijann^ iri 'rvan D'snun D'o'a d'd' a' nniD.n 
mns Dy ''i53n rp ypni anS nnnN niyi mi i^xoi nnia ima nan 
fVD aa i3"i3 ['n] 'n dv "5ri" vnoi'B'n D'B'nn '1 loa nooa Tinoyi man 
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bs ID can 'n nmoni ci^sn 'jd dhd 5 55 n\y-\'<n id 5^ 

• IP cann 

55 'n dv njN'T'n nnn ^i^m i'NiDtJ' tm ne'e na dc^ .... 

niBTji* i>'nnNi nnNi> diqt 'i eno 'n pi d»bt 'n Dan 'o nijrnNT 

.Ijp D^Bin ^D pann 

tDSB' F v'WJ i5 'n dv li'iHD nijjn Tnn55 oann DiJ'i' . . . . 
»n^{?y "»33 D3"i ndF vru '3 non 5^ '3 dv aina^ 5n vnoi'B'n nw 

.ixp D''ain ^D Dan pann li? 

D''"'n -\2 ht<<n< ]m htiovi& 55 nwaon DK'i' awn jn* 'n w , . . . 

Dv 5n woi'K'n NDB' ax (5]5 '1 dv nmjDai'N ^ya mn }na 

ID 3D nijn''n id pnn ni{?yi> i^nnxi aoi n3t3 "io naoyT '"• 'n 

.nc^" D''a'tn 

*nN i)? w^D 133 ne'e T3 unp DB'i' no no ytrab ab^2 Ti^nnn 
.3DB' "'i'naN ID HDa b^ff an noN 'k di* Di'n '•ae' 



